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year, when the short "but violent rainy season had just
ceased. It is not easy to conceive a more beautiful and
fruitful land. The plains were covered with that fresh green
tint so rare under an Eastern sky; the orange and lemon
trees were clothed both with fruit and blossom ; and then,
too, I first beheld the huge leaf of the banana, and tasted
for the first time the delicate flavour of its unrivalled fruit.
From the great extent of the country, and the consequent
variation of clime, the Syrian can always command a suc-
cession, as well as a variety, of luxuries. The season of the
pomegranate will commence in Antioch when it ends in
Jaffa; a,nd when you have exhausted the figs of Beyroot,
you can fly to the gardens of Damascus. Under the worst
government that perhaps ever oppressed its subjects, Syria
still brings forth the choice productions of almost every
clime; corn and cotton, maize and rice, the sugar-cane of
the Antilles, and the indigo and cochineal of Mexico. The
plains of Antioch and of Palestine are covered with woods
of the finest olives, the tobaccoes of the coast are unrivalled
in any couniry; and the mountains of Lebanon are clothed
with white mulberry-trees that afford the richest silks, or
with vineyards that yield a wine which justly bears the
name of Golden,

The inhabitants of this country are various as its pro-
ductions and its mutable fortunes. The Ottoman conqueror
is now the lord, and rules the posterity of the old Syrian
Greeks and of the Ara,bs, who were themselves once pre-
dominant. In the mountains, the independent and myste-
rious Druses live in freedom under their own Emir; and
in the ranges near Antioch we find the Ansaree tribes, who,
it is wMspered, yet celebrate the most singular rites of
Paganism. In the deserts around Aleppo wander the pas-
toral Kourd and the warlike Turkoman; and from Tadmor
fco Gaza the whole Syrian desert is traversed by the famout
Bedouin.